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USDI & USDC 1999. Letter from USFWS
Director Jamie Rappaport Clark and
NMFS Director Penelope D. Dalton to
Anne Badgley, Regional Director, Region
1 USFWS and Will Stelle, Regional
Administrator, Northwest Region NMFS,
regarding Regulatory Jurisdiction over
the Coastal Cutthroat Trout
(Oncorhynchus clarki clarki). Dated
November 22, 1999. 2 pages.

Waples, R.S. In Litt. Letter from Robin
Waples of NMFS Northwest Fisheries
Science Center to Anne Badgley,
Regional Director, Region 1 USFWS
regarding a request for assistance in
completing Endangered Species Act
status review for Coastal cutthroat trout.
Dated February 22, 2000. 2 pages.

Author: The primary author of this
document is Rollie White (see ADDRESSES
section).

Authority

The authority for this action is the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.).

Dated: April 6, 2000.
Jamie Rappaport Clark,
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 00–9258 Filed 4–13–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310±55±P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 21

RIN 1018±AF93

Migratory Bird Permits; Determination
That the State of Delaware Meets
Federal Falconry Standards and
Amended List of States Meeting
Federal Falconry Standards

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: We propose to add the State
of Delaware to the list of States whose
falconry laws meet or exceed Federal
falconry standards. This action would
enable residents of the State of Delaware
to apply for a Federal/State falconry
permit and to practice falconry in that
State. We also propose to amend the list
of States that participate in the
cooperative Federal/State permit system
by adding Delaware and Vermont. The
State of Vermont has recently begun to
participate in the cooperative program.
DATES: You may submit comments on or
before May 15, 2000 at the location
noted below under the heading
ADDRESSES.

ADDRESSES: Comments must be
submitted to the Chief, Office of
Migratory Bird Management, U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service, 4401 North Fairfax
Drive, Room 634, Arlington, Virginia
22203. Copies of the environmental
assessment (EA) and the State falconry
rules for Delaware are available by
writing to this same address. The public
may inspect comments during normal
business hours at this address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jon
Andrew, Chief, Office of Migratory Bird
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, telephone 703/358–1714.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION :
Regulations in 50 CFR part 21 provide
for review and approval of State
falconry laws by the Fish and Wildlife
Service. A list of States whose falconry
laws are approved by the Service is
found in 50 CFR 21.29(k). The practice
of falconry is authorized in those States.
As provided in 50 CFR 21.29 (a) and (c),
the Director has reviewed certified
copies of the falconry regulations
adopted by the State of Delaware and
has determined that they meet or exceed
Federal falconry standards. Federal
falconry standards contained in 50 CFR
21.29(d) through (i) include permit
requirements, classes of permits,
examination procedures, facilities and
equipment standards, raptor marking,
and raptor taking restrictions. Delaware
regulations also meet or exceed all
restrictions or conditions found in 50
CFR 21.29(j), which include
requirements on the number, species,
acquisition, and marking of raptors.
Therefore, we are proposing that the
State of Delaware be listed under
§ 21.29(k) as a State that meets Federal
falconry standards. Inclusion of
Delaware in this list would eliminate
the current restriction that prohibits
falconry within that State.

We are publishing the entire list of
States that have met the Federal
falconry standards, including the State
of Delaware. We believe that publishing
this list in its entirety will eliminate any
confusion concerning which States have
approval for falconry and further
indicate which States participate in a
cooperative Federal/State permit system
program. We are adding asterisks to
both Delaware and Vermont to identify
them as participants in the cooperative
permit program as explained below.

Why Is This Rulemaking Needed?

The need for the proposed changes to
50 CFR 21.29(k) arose from the
expressed desire of the State of
Delaware to institute a falconry program
for the benefit of citizens interested in
the sport of falconry and to participate
in a cooperative Federal/State permit
system. Accordingly, the State has
promulgated regulations that meet or

exceed Federal requirements protecting
migratory birds. The proposed changes
to 50 CFR 21.29(k) are necessary to
allow, by inclusion within the listing of
authorized falconry States, persons in
the State of Delaware to practice
falconry. We are also identifying the
State of Vermont as a participant in a
cooperative Federal/State permit system
following that State’s addition to the list
of approved falconry States on
September 7, 1999 (64 FR 48565).

NEPA Consideration
In compliance with the requirements

of section 102(2)(C) of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)), and the
Council on Environmental Quality’s
regulations for implementing NEPA (40
CFR parts 1500–1508), the Service
prepared an Environmental Assessment
(EA) in July 1988 to support
establishment of simpler, less restrictive
regulations governing the use of most
raptors. This EA is available to the
public at the location indicated under
the ADDRESSES caption. Based on review
and evaluation of the proposed rule to
amend 50 CFR 21.29(k) by adding
Delaware to the list of States whose
falconry laws meet or exceed Federal
falconry standards, and Delaware and
Vermont as participants in the
cooperative application program, we
have determined that the issuance of the
proposed rule is categorically excluded
from NEPA documentation under the
Department of the Interior’s NEPA
procedures in 516 DM 2, Appendix
1.10.

Endangered Species Act Considerations
Section 7 of the Endangered Species

Act (ESA) of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1531, et seq.), provides that, ‘‘The
Secretary [of the Interior] shall review
other programs administered by him
and utilize such programs in
furtherance of the purposes of this Act’’
[and] shall ‘‘insure that any action
authorized, funded, or carried * * *
is not likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered species or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
[critical] habitat * * *’’ Our review
pursuant to section 7 concluded that
this action is not likely to adversely
affect listed species. A copy of this
determination is available by contacting
us at the address indicated under the
ADDRESSES caption.

Other Required Determinations
This rule was not subject to the Office

of Management and Budget (OMB)
review under Executive Order 12866.
The Department of the Interior has
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